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From the Rabbi’s Desk 

Volume VI, Issue IIIVolume I, Issue 1                                                                     July 2015 

 

Erich Fromm made the point that “at this point in history the capacity to doubt,  
to criticize and to disobey may be all that stands between a future for mankind  
and the end of civilization.” Traditionalists continue to clamor against Marriage  
Equality, even following upon the Supreme Court ruling allowing everyone to  
marry, regardless of the sexual identity of the couple. Only decades ago  
homosexuality was regarded as criminal, then it was seen as an illness. In  
recent years has society come to understand that there is a broad spectrum  
of sexual identity within each gender and that adults have the right to couple  
with whomever they mutually choose. Regardless of one’s own orientation, it is  
important to live and to let live. Traditionalists seek to continue to try control  
other people’s choices regarding sexual preference as well as regarding  
abortion. It is only through the courage of reformers that change has come about. While the 
Torah forbids homosexuality, I am proud to be part of a movement in Judaism that  
emphasizes individual freedom over traditional teachings. The Bible stems from an earlier age, 
and though replete with inspiring wisdom, lacks the scientific knowledge and the progressive 
understanding of more modern times. 

 

There are many other areas in which it is critical that we have the courage to doubt, criticize 
and disobey as Erich Fromm taught and as reformations, political and religious, have  
accomplished over time. The very future of our environment is at risk, putting continuing life on 
this planet into question. Yet we stand by and let business interests control our government 
and our civilization, though they have imperiled the continuity of life with thousands of species 
dying off because of human induced climate change.  

 

A significant proportion of people in this country own guns imperiling the lives of others. 

 

Racism continues to rear its ugly head, with the horrendous tragedy of the shootings at the 
church in Charleston bringing to our attention the burnings of Black churches throughout the 
south in recent weeks. This is in addition to the unjust killings of Blacks by police that continue 
seemingly unabated. There has been a growing expression of anti-Semitism as well, with 
swastikas being painted on buildings at Northwestern University right here.  

 

All these seemingly unrelated maladies, support for business interests despite imperiling the 
environment, racism, proliferation of guns and efforts to control others’ rights to choose in all 
respects, most ironically, tend to have correlation with, so called, believers in traditional values 
and conservative religious teachings. Many seem to be concerned with “life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness” for themselves disregarding the rights and needs of others.  

 
Continued on Page 2 
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Donations 
 

 Patrons and Sustaining  
 Members 

 

  Patrons and Sustaining Members 
 choose to pay special  dues  
 which allows the congregation to 
 continue its mission of providing  
 a sense of community and  
 stability for its members.  Please 
 consider becoming a Patron. 

 
 

 Patrons: 
 

Jack Henkin & Louise Pearson 
 

 Al and Bobbi Levine  
 

 Sustaining Members: 
 

Dr. Scott & Amy Taxman 

 
 
 
 

You can now make dues payments or 
donations online at 

 http://nrck.org/donate with a credit 
card or your  PayPal account  

 

 
 

 

 

                                When someone is sick 
 
                                Rabbi Oler requests that if you are  
                                being hospitalized or know of someone                   
                                in the congregation who is going to be,  
                                please contact him at:  
 

                 davidoler@nrck.org 
                           
                   or call the Kadima office at 847-229-9500. 

Continued from Page 1 

 
Many seem to be concerned with “life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness” for themselves disregarding the 
rights and needs of others. As Reform Jews at Kadima 
our spiritual quest needs to be about making the needs of 
others, all others, as precious to ourselves as our own. 

 

 
With best wishes, 

 
 
 

Rabbi David Oler  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jewish Ethics for Personal Growth with Rabbi Oler   

 
On Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. at the Kadima Facility 

1020 Milwaukee Avenue, Deerfield, IL  

mailto:office@nrck.org
mailto:http://nrck.org/donate
mailto:davidoler@nrck.org
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 Over the past year, the Rabbi’s Shabbat morning class, “Jewish 
Ethics for Personal Transformation” has quietly established itself at the 
heart of our congregational life. The Mussar text probes timeless con-
cerns about living with integrity and good-heartedness, and it fits our 
community’s commitment to a Jewish path that is modern and progres-
sive in spirit, yet rooted in compassion. The Rabbi brings his expertise in 
traditional Jewish texts and in Psychology to enrich our reading, and it is 
interesting to hear how members of different ages and life stages, and 
with varied professional perspectives, hear the texts and feel challenged 
to grow. We invite you to attend on a Shabbat morning soon and to bring 
friends who might be interested in Kadima on Saturdays.  
 
 This fall we will see some changes to our educational program for 
elementary and pre-B’nai Mitzvah youth. Some of these are based on 
practical considerations, but the meaningful experience of the Mussar 
curriculum has been a driving force of change, as several parents have 
remarked on its relevance for the challenges of modern living. We will be 
changing the time of our classes for grades 3-6 to Saturday morning; this 
will allow more parents to attend the Adult Class while their children are 
engaged in a complementary values-based curriculum and for the Adult 
and Children’s classes to join together occasionally for holiday celebra-
tions and other special programming. We will use a Family Education 
model to introduce our younger children, along with their families, to Jew-
ish values with quarterly events. Youth preparing to become B’nai Mitz-
vah will meet weekly to perfect their Hebrew reading skills, and Post-
B’nai Mitzvah youth will continue to enjoy monthly meetings over Sunday 
brunch. 
                In the meantime, we hope all of our families are enjoying the 
change of pace that summer brings. 
 
 
Shalom, 
 
 
Mary Oler 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Educational Director’s Letter  
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
 

 

 

8th Grade Students 
 
Students who will be in eighth grade this fall may want to go on the Ta’am 
Yisrael 2016 trip to Israel offered in late winter. Please contact Mary Oler 
at maryoler@nrck.org if you would like a $100 certificate to apply to the 
cost. 
 
 
 
 
.  

 

 ת ש ר ק צ פ ע ס נ מ ל כ י ט ח ז ו ה ד ג ב א

mailto:maryoler@nrck.org
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We welcome to those who have joined the  Kadima family: 

Oleg and Yelena Berezovsky 
 

Kathy Brown 
 

Jonas and Laura Cannon 
 

David and Kirsten Gordon 
 

Deborah Martin 
 

Scott Sinton 
 

Alan Rafaeli 
 

Dr. Barry and Nina Summers 
 

Sy and Nancy Taxman 
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CONGREGATION HAPPENINGS 
 

Keep an eye on http://nrck.org/events! 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Join us for a Family Shabbat Dinner  

 
Friday, July 31, at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Demetriõs Restaurant 

 

660 Lake Cook Avenue, Deerfield  

 

Adults $20, Children 12 and under $9.75  

plus tax and tip.  

 

Children 3 and under free.  

  

Please make your reservation   

at   office@nrck.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³ 
 

 
Note: Further details and additional congregational activities are likely to be  

sent out in additional emails 

mailto:htt://nrck.org/events
mailto:office@nrck.org
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Adult Social Event 

Continuing our series of international dinners! 
 

Join Kadima friends for a Polish dinner at  
 

Smak Tak at 5961 N. Elston Avenue in Chicago 
 

rated “Bib Gormand” by Michelin Guide and by Zagat  
as one of Chicago’s finest Polish restaurants! 

 
The cozy restaurant will be all ours on Saturday, July 11 from 7-10 p.m. 

  
The menu includes Barxzcz z uszkami, Rolada Wolowa, Kopytka,  

Mizeria, Marchewki z Ananas, Kapusta, Placki, Pierogi po Ruskie, and 
Pierogi z Kapusta, Grzybami. 

 
Translated: Grilled Salmon in Garlic Sauce, Beef Roll-ups, Potato  

Dumplings, Cucumbers with sour cream and dill, Shredded carrots with 
pineapple, Sauerkraut, Potato Pancakes, Pierogi with potato and 
farmer’s cheese, and Pierogi with sauerkraut and mushrooms. 

 
$35 per person, all inclusive. 

 
Smak Tak is a BYOB restaurant, so please consider bringing a bottle of 

wine or another favorite beverage to share. 
 

Reserve soon at office@nrck.org 
Checks should be sent to the address above. 

 
  

Thanks to David Coleman for arranging this special evening for us! 
 

mailto:office@nrck.org
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The New Reform Congregation Kadima 2015  

Annual 

Where: Wood Oaks Green Park in Northbrook, IL (3 blocks South of Dundee on 

Sanders, west side of Sanders). See map below. 

When: Sunday August 23, 2015 at 3:00PM 

Cost: $8.95 adults, $6.95 children under 12. 

 

 Menu 

Tossed Garden Salad, Mostacciolli Marinara, Italian Beef Sandwiches with Peppers, 

French bread, Broasted Chicken, Garlic Bread and Desert. 

 

 Please bring folding chairs and any games you would like to play with the kids. The 

park has a nice playground area, beautiful Lake Shermerville, bike trails and tennis 

courts. 
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ñItôs okay, the children arenôt effected.ò 
 
But what if you knew they were?  
 
Shalva clients will often say that they can withstand their  

husbandôs abuse as long as he never directs his anger toward 
their children. What many women donôt understand is that chil-
dren are the silent victims of abuse and that they often  
repeat the behaviors they have seen.  
 
According to a recent study, over 90% of children are aware of 
domestic abuse in their home. These children are affected emo-
tionally, cognitively, and physically. They are at great risk and 
often experience low self -esteem, shame, fear and guilt. Many 
distrust adults, fail to thrive or suffer from depression and anxi-

ety. 
 
What can we do?  
 
The issue of domestic abuse is not just a womenôs issue; it  
affects the entire family as well as our Jewish community.  
 
SHALVA offers free counseling to Jewish women who are or 
were in an intimate partner relationship. If you or someone you 
know needs our help, call 773 -583 -4673.  
 
 
Giving voice to the unspeakableé 

responding to domestic abuse in Jewish homes.  


